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Interview

Chance Leonard - Creating the Movie: The Price of Legacy
(Editor's Note: this is an interview with
Chance Leonard, executive producer of an
upcoming film The Price of Legacy about the
small town of Perry, Okla.)
Tell us about yourself and what you have
been doing since graduating from Perry High
School.
Well as you know, I am from Perry,
Okla. and I grew up in a wrestling family on
a Centennial Ranch. I graduated in 1987
and was a two time state champion for the
Maroons as well as was an All-State selection
in 1987.   After high school, I wrestled at the
University of Oklahoma and graduated in 1992.
My wife Jo and our two boys Luke (11) and
Ethan (10) currently reside in Edmond, Okla.
In my professional career, I serve as
an Executive Leader and Vice President of
Stanmore Implants Worldwide. I have spent
the last 21 years in my chosen profession of
medical devices. In addition, I am very proud
to be a Board Member of the Perry Wrestling

Foundation and Chairman of Fund raising
and Marketing. Lastly, I currently serve as
Executive Producer for my documentary movie
about Perry, OK.
How did you become an Executive
Producer of a movie?
That is a great question! I never set out
to become an Executive Producer or make a
documentary movie. But, I will not say this
all happened by accident. While working over
the last two years to make The Perry Wrestling
Monument Park a reality, it became very
apparent to me that what I learned growing
up in this community and wrestling program
had positively impacted my personal life and
professional career much more than I had
previously understood. After much prayer and
consideration, I started taking the necessary
steps to bring the incredible story of Perry, OK
and its storied wrestling program to the big
screen.
What is the name of the movie?

The Price of Legacy
Why did you name it The Price of
Legacy?
We have all heard the saying that “there
is no purchase without a price.” Regarding
Perry, Okla., there is no doubt in my mind that
Perry is the epitome of this truth. Beginning
with the pioneering settlers who took part in
the Oklahoma Land Run, this town has been a
shining example of people paying the price to
create a successful community and prestigious
wrestling program. It’s not easy to build a
legacy and it is certainly not easy to keep; it
requires deliberate sacrifice, perseverance and
unwavering support.
What is The Price of Legacy movie
about?
The Price of Legacy chronicles the exciting
story of an incredible, small Oklahoma town
called Perry and it is told through the words
and tales of the incredible people who built it.
My documentary film will focus on the people

The crew working on The Price of Legacy, left to right: Jim Orr – Lead Cinematographer; Chance Leonard – Executive Producer; Danny
Hodge – Olympic Silver Medalist; Jake Hager – AKA Jack ; wagger in the WWE; Gregg Simpson – Director; Jonathan Charron – Production
Assistant; John Cornell – Sound Recordist; Important Team Members Not Pictured: Brian Crittenden – Sound Recordist; Fo Zayed – Specialty
Camera Operator; Bruce Luizzi – Executive Producer; Tom Zenner – Executive Producer.
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of Perry, Okla.; people who through character,
determination, work ethic and commitment
have, beginning with the Oklahoma Land
Run, created a thriving town with exceptional
businesses and a 95 year wrestling dynasty. The
film’s main character is the town of Perry and
the audience will see through the lens of the
Perry wrestling program. The film will answer
the fundamental questions of:
Why has this small town of 5,000 been
so successful in the sport of wrestling and
business?
Who are the people who make up this
community and what are their stories?
What impact does the high expectations
and tradition of winning have on the wrestlers
and people of Perry?
How has participating in wrestling
affected personal lives, professional careers and
contributed to our society?
Why should kids wrestle?
What do you hope to achieve by making
this film?
Selfishly, I would love for my team to
win an Emmy or Academy Award! But, the
ultimate goal is to magnify Perry, the state of
Oklahoma and the sport of wrestling. At the end
of the day, I want the audience to be drawn to
Perry, Okla., our timeless values and our storied
wrestling. I want the audience to see that Perry
Wrestling has made the sport, our state and our
country more successful in wrestling on every
level. Every high school wrestling program in
Oklahoma has become better because they want
to beat us.

I want them to see that we motivate, teach
and instill to achieve excellence and we don’t
criticize, demand and expect perfection. It is
not a win at all cost atmosphere. I want them
to feel the tension and see the importance of
the struggle to preserve tradition, history and
legacy. Believe it or not, we are the underdog
because every streak ends at some time. Or
do they? Most importantly, I want them to
see that wrestling teaches everything that is
necessary to be successful in life. It is the exact
reason Perry’s lengthy history and traditions are
preserved.
What do you want people to get from the
film?
In a visually stunning and emotionally
inspiring way, I want the audience to be moved
to action. I want them to understand and agree
with the importance of character traits and be
aggressively committed to demonstrating them.
Integrity, work ethic, honesty, intense desire to
succeed, commitment; they all matter. Whether
you consider yourself conservative or liberal,
we call all agree that these characteristics are
what we should be defined by.
Legacies are built on back breaking hard
work, fierce determination, grit and God’s will.
The tension and pressure to keep it is palpable
but so is the spirit and commitment of this oneof-a kind community. The Price of Legacy will
prove that the people of Perry are willing to
pay the price to keep their identity and legacies
intact. We have to, it’s in our DNA and it’s “the
Perry Way.”
Tell us who else is involved.
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I have an outstanding team! I hired a
film, production and distribution company out
of Los Angeles called One Degree Modern
Media. We have an award winning Director in
Gregg Simpson and if you like Duck Dynasty
and Shark Week, you will love the fact that
our Cinematographers are Jim Orr and Fouad
Zayed. They are extremely talented and
are responsible for filming content for these
programs as well as many others. Also, other
important members of the team are Executive
Producers Bruce Luizzi and Tom Zenner.
Bruce is a highly accomplished sports and
entertainment executive and has created highlevel media, brand and TV experiences over the
past 20 years. And, Tom is a television anchor
and personality, author, book publisher and
magazine editor as well as a talented writer.
In addition, I have secured Partnerships
with USA Wrestling, The National Wrestling
Hall of Fame, WIN Magazine and Amateur
Wrestling News. And, I will be announcing
more partnerships in the near future.
When will the film release?
Our goal is to release the film in October of
2017. We plan to enter the film in various Film
Festivals, including Cannes and Sundance.
If people want more information, how
can they get it?
I would ask people to follow us on our social
media sites. We are on Facebook at The Price
of Legacy and on Twitter @PriceOfLegacy. In
addition, we will have a website up soon. Please
connect with us and share with your friends.

TICKETS AT CAGETIX.COM
$15, $20, $25, $30

Additional $5/ticket at the door
Questions: 314-550-4186

BENEFITTING
Xtreme Couture GI Foundation
Connection Wrestling

MARCH 14, 2017
5pm Doors Open 7pm Start

BORDER BRAWL

St. Louis Union Station Hotel
***Midway Hall***

1820 Market Street | St. Louis, Missouri

PRESENTED BY

STAY CONNECTED

/missouriborderbrawl

ALL AGES EVENT

featuring

The best senior high school wrestlers from Missouri vs. the best
senior high school wrestlers from the 8 bordering states.
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